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 CABINET 
3 July 2014 

 

EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of the Cabinet held on 3 July 2014 
 
 
Present  
 
Councillor: F Cowper (Chairman) 
 
Councillors: J Butler, N Drew, A Glass, J Gray, M Maynard, R Millard, B Mouland 
and D Phillips 
 
 
1 Apologies for Absence  

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

2 Chairman's Announcements  
 
There were no matters the Chairman wished to report. 
 

3 Minutes  
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 1 May 2014 were agreed as 
a correct record. 
 

4 Declarations of Interest  
 
There were no declarations of interest from members present. 
 

5 Cabinet Approved Community Grants  
 
Councillor Drew presented a report setting out two applications to the Cabinet 
Approved Community Grants Scheme for the financial year 2014/15.   
 
Representatives of the Petersfield RFC were in attendance and answered 
Councillors’ questions in support of their application.  Cabinet members sought 
an assurance that officers actively encouraged applicants to attend for 
consideration of their applications wherever possible, in order to be in a position 
to address any queries that might arise during the course of the debate. 
 
RESOLVED that the following applications be approved, the funding to be 
spent within 6 months or the grants to be returned: 
 

(i) Petersfield RFC: lighting upgrade. 
(ii) Alton Community Centre: Phase One of improvement works. 

 
6 Provisional Outturn Report  

 
The Leader presented a report setting out the provisional Revenue Outturn for 
2013/14, providing a breakdown of the budget surplus at year end and 
proposals going forward in 2014/15. 
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RESOLVED that 
 
(1) the Outturn position and Cabinet’s previous agreement to carry forward 

160,000 to enable the Whitehill and Bordon team to complete planned 
projects next year be noted: 

(2) the following be approved: 

a) £500,000 to be set aside in the General Fund for the expected 
2014/15 reduction in Business Rates income to cover backdated 
appeals on the Retained Business Rates system;  

b) noted that the £30,000 from Central Government received 
following the winter floods to fund grants will be paid to 
businesses and households during 2014/15; 

c) £1,961,000 to remain in the General Fund to be utilised, with 
appropriate authorisation, to aid in the delivery of the Council’s 
Corporate Strategy, including the transfer of investments in long 
term cash to property; and 

d) the new structure of the reserves as shown in Appendix D to the 
Cabinet report be agreed as an aid to providing greater 
transparency in the accounts. 

 
7 Business Rates Reoccupation Relief  

 
The Leader presented a report seeking approval for the Business Rates 
Reoccupation Rate Relief scheme.  
 
RESOLVED that the introduction of the Business Rates Reoccupation Rate 
Relief scheme, details of which are shown in the appendix to the Cabinet 
report, be approved. 
 

8 Whitehill and Bordon - Leisure Options  
 
The Leader presented a report providing an update on aspects of leisure facility 
provision in Whitehill and Bordon and to seeking agreement  to review the 
strategic options for the future of Mill Chase Leisure Centre.  The Leader 
stressed that all the options would be fully explored and that a final decision on 
the best option for the local community going forward would be taken at the 
appropriate time. 
 
RESOLVED that 
 
(1) the appointment of external consultants be delegated to the Executive 

Head of Economy and Communities, in consultation with the Portfolio 
Holder for Commercial Contracts, to undertake a review of the strategic 
options for the future of Mill Chase Leisure Centre in the context of the 
regeneration of Whitehill and Bordon; and 
 

(2) the Executive Head of Economy and Communities, in consultation with 
the Portfolio Holder for Commercial Contracts and the Project Director 
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for Whitehill & Bordon, be delegated to oversee the progress of this 
work. 

 
9 Asset Maintenance  

 
The Deputy Leader presented a report seeking authority to use funds from the 
Repairs and Maintenance Fund (RMF) in order to carry out essential planned 
maintenance to Council property assets.  Cabinet  noted that maintenance of 
the Council’s three leisure centres was funded through the Lifecycle Fund, 
which was not covered by this report.  The funding for future planned 
maintenance of all other EHDC assets was contained within the RMF. 
 
In response to a concern expressed by the Leader, an assurance was given 
that authority to undertake maintenance and repair works would only be given 
where the works were necessary and the expenditure fully justified. 
 
RESOLVED that 
 
(1) authority to approve for the purposes of planned maintenance the use of 

any funds existing at the time within the RMF be delegated to the 
Executive Head of Governance & Logistics, in consultation with the 
Portfolio Holder for Commercial Contracts; and 
 

(2) The Council’s Constitution be amended to reflect the new delegation. 
 

10 Developers' Contributions - Alton Sports Centre  - Further Consultation  
 
Councillor Glass reminded Cabinet members that, at its meeting on 8 May 
2014, the Council had adopted the 2014 version of the Guide to Developer 
Contributions (the Guide), which is a non-statutory planning guidance 
document setting out the Council’s developers’ contribution requirements for 
new development.  The Council also resolved that a second consultation 
process be undertaken in relation to the Alton Sports Centre and that, if an 
amendment is required, that this be brought back for consideration at the next 
Cabinet meeting. 
 
Councillor Glass now presented a further report, setting out the responses to 
the additional consultation on the Guide to Developer Contributions in relation 
to the contributions for Alton Sports Centre and recommended amendments to 
the document as set out in the report. 
 
Councillor Gray sought an assurance that the proposals would not affect new 
development in Liss and, subject to that assurance, supported the 
recommendations. 
 
RECOMMENDED to full Council that 
 
(1) the drive time area in which the contribution should be sought towards 

the Alton Sports Centre be extended to 15 minutes rather than 10 
minutes; and 
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(2) no change be made to the rate of Developers Contributions sought 
towards the Alton Sports centre. 

 
11 Developers' Contributions - Affordable Housing  

 
Councillor Gray presented a report seeking approval of funding from 
developers’ contributions to support affordable housing in the District. 
 
RESOLVED that £40,000 be allocated to Drum Housing Association Ltd 
(Radian) to provide 4 affordable rent homes at Farthing Fields, Headley.   
 

12 Exclusion of the Public  
 
RESOLVED that the press and the public be excluded from the meeting during 
the consideration of the following items as:- 
 
(i)  it was likely, in view of the nature of the business to be transacted, or the 

nature of the proceedings, that if members of the public were present 
during that item there would be disclosure to them of exempt information 
as specified in paragraph 3 of Part I of Schedule 12A (as amended) to 
the Local Government Act 1972; and 

 
(ii)  in all circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the 

exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. 
 
The report to be considered was exempt under Paragraph 3 – Information 
relating to the financial affairs or business affairs of any particular person 
(including the Authority holding that information). 
 

13 Petersfield Market  
 
(This item was taken in camera) 
 
The Deputy Leader presented a confidential report providing some background 
to the current arrangements and options for the future management of 
Petersfield Market. 
 
RESOLVED that the Council undertakes a procurement process to deliver the 
Wednesday and Saturday Market in Petersfield with a view to securing the 
market's sustainable future and quality. 
 

 
 

The meeting commenced at 6.30 pm and concluded at 7.20 pm 
 


