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EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

At a meeting of the Cabinet held on 14 February 2017

Present 

Councillor: F Cowper (Chairman)

Councillors: R Millard (Vice-Chairman), J Butler, A Carew, A Glass, B Mouland, 
D Phillips, G Shepherd, I Thomas and G Watts

1 Apologies for Absence 

There were no apologies for absence.

2 Chairman's Announcements 

There were no matters the Chairman wished to report.

3 Minutes 

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 17 November 2016 and the 
extraordinary meeting of the Cabinet held on 15 December 2016 were 
approved as a correct record.

4 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest from any of the members present.

5 Budget Strategy 2017/18 

The Leader presented a report setting out the proposed Revenue and Capital 
Budget, Reserves and Balances, and Treasury Strategy for 2017/18.

In recognition of the complex work undertaken to compile the budget for the 
forthcoming year and the Medium Term Financial Strategy, the Leader took the 
opportunity, on behalf of the Cabinet, to convey his thanks to the s151 Officer, 
the Corporate Accountancy Team Leader and all the officers in the Finance 
Team who had contributed.  

RECOMMENDED that the following be approved by Council:

(1) The proposed Revenue and Capital Budgets for 2017/18, including a 
Council Tax rate of £131.11 at Band D, a 2.6% reduction on the current 
charge of £134.55 and the first of two reductions to reduce the Band D 
charge to 2006/07 levels within two years; and

(2) The Treasury Management Strategy and Prudential Indicators.

6 Appointment of External Auditor 
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The Leader presented a report and recommendation to Cabinet setting out a 
proposed process for the appointment of the external auditor from the financial 
year 2018/19.

RECOMMENDED to full Council that:

(1) the Council opts out of the appointing person arrangements made by the 
Public Sector Audit Appointments (PSAA) for the appointment of 
external auditors; and

(2) the Head of Finance, in consultation with the Finance Portfolio Holder, 
be authorised to implement the necessary procedural arrangements to 
procure the external auditors.

7 Whitehill and Bordon Community Development Trust 

Councillor Butler presented a report to Cabinet providing an update on progress 
in setting up a Community Development Trust for Whitehill and Bordon and 
recommending two nominations to represent the Council on the Board of the 
Trust.

(A) RESOVLED that the creation of the Whitehill and Bordon Community 
Development Trust be endorsed; and

(B) RECOMMENDED to full Council that Councillor Julie Butler and Tom 
Horwood (Executive Director) be appointed to the Board of the Whitehill 
and Bordon Community Development Trust.

8 Exclusion of the Press and Public 

RESOLVED that the press and the public be excluded from the meeting during
the consideration of the following items as:-

(i) it was likely, in view of the nature of the business to be transacted, or the 
nature of the proceedings, that if members of the public were present 
during that item there would be disclosure to them of exempt information 
as specified in paragraph 3 of Part I of Schedule 12A (as amended) to 
the Local Government Act 1972; and

(ii) in all circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the 
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.

The report to be considered was exempt under Paragraph 3 – Information
relating to the financial affairs or business affairs of any particular person
(including the Authority holding that information).

9 Leisure Contract Procurement 

Councillor Millard presented an exempt report to Cabinet setting out the 
recommended approach to deliver East Hampshire leisure facilities from April 
2017.
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At the conclusion of the debate, the Leader took the opportunity to thank 
Councillor Millard for his political leadership in taking forward this innovative 
piece of work and to the Head of Service, the Legal Services Team Leader and 
the officers in the Procurement Team who had contributed to the success of the 
project.

RECOMMENDED to Council as set out in the restricted minute.

10 Urgent Matters 

RESOLVED that the Urgent decision taken in accordance with the Council’s 
Standing Orders and set out in the exempt report “Outline Proposal for 
Acquisition of Development Site” be noted.

The meeting commenced at 6.30 pm and concluded at 6.57 pm


