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1.0 Purpose of Report  
 
1.1  To consider an application for a premises licence under the Licensing Act 

2003. 
 
 
2.0 Recommendation  
 

a) Grant the application  
b) Modify the conditions of the licence, by altering or omitting or adding to 

them 
c) refuse to specify a person in the licence as the premises supervisor 
d) Reject the whole or part of the application 

 
3.0 Executive Summary  
 
3.1     Rother Projects 2017 Limited has applied for a new premises licence under 

the Licensing Act 2003 for Rother Barn Christmas Tree Farm, Farnham Road, 
Liss, Hampshire GU33 6LJ.The application is shown in  
appendix A. The plan of the premises and location plan are shown in 
appendix B and C. 

 
3.2  The applicant describes the premises as a moveable container bar situated 

within the premises which is primarily a Christmas tree farm. 
  



3.3 The operating schedule of the application, details the following licensable 
activities and hours requested.     

 
 
  

Activity Days Hours 

 
Live music outdoors 

 
Friday & Saturday 
 
Sunday 
 

 
18:00-23:00 
 
12:00-16:00 

 
Sale of alcohol on the 
premises                       

 
Friday & Saturday 
 
Sunday 
 

 
09:00 – 23:00 
 
09:00 – 16:00 
 

 
Opening Hours 
 
 
 
 

 
Friday & Saturday 
 
Sunday 
 
 

 
09:00 – 23:00 
 
09:00 – 16:00 
 

 
 

3.4 In accordance with East Hampshire District Council’s Licensing Policy, the 
Licensing Authority expects operating schedules to take account of the nature 
of the area where the premises are situated, the type of premises concerned, 
the licensable activities to be provided and the needs of the local community. 

 
3.5 The applicant has described, in the operating schedule, the steps they intend 

to take to promote the four licensing objectives, prevention of crime and 
disorder, public safety, prevention of public nuisance and protection of 
children from harm, as detailed below. 

 
General Licensing Objectives 
 
We will ensure that our management of the site is professional and 
responsible. We will offer staff training on the correct practices and hold the 
relevant personal license already. We will not serve alcohol or soft drinks in 
traditional glasses but will use re-usable toughened plastic cups/glasses. 
Appropriate number of staff to deal with the capacity of the particular event. 
Noise / entertainment in the way of music will be limited to non-offensive 
hours. 
 
Prevention of crime and disorder  
 
Any alcohol sales made will be for onsite consumption only, not to be taken 
off site. The hours of sale of alcohol are limited to weekend use only (the 
premises are not required to operate every day). Litter bins are provided as 
well as suitable lighting within the area. Appropriate training given to staff to 



limit any incidents. 
 
Public safety  
 
Any alcohol sales made will be for onsite consumption only. Anybody who is 
considered drunk or disorderly will not be provided with any alcohol at the 
premises. No glasses used - toughened re-usable plastic only, and a deposit 
per cup is also requested, ensuring items are returned to us without 
unnecessary litter. Limited hours are requested on a remote site, no 
close/neighbouring properties should be affected. 

 
Prevention of public nuisance  
 
Noise will be kept to a reasonable limit, and any live music will be finished at 
the appropriate time. Lighting is on site as well as an area for customer 
parking at the top of the site. Neighbouring properties are a fair distance away 
and the site is remote (effectively the area in question is a small field, with a 
"container bar" situated within it). We can cater for a large number of people 
and would staff any event appropriately with the correct number of staff to 
deal with the capacity. 
 
Protection of children from harm 
 
Children will only be permitted on the premises when a "family event" is 
running. For example, we run a bonfire and firework evening. The time on 
these events is limited and all music etc is limited to a suitable time (last time 
we ran this event 2019, the entertainment was finished by 22.00 and the bar 
closed shortly after).  
Where a private party is taking place, it would be discussed with the organizer 
that children would not be permitted after a certain time. 
 

3.6 Designated Premises Supervisor 
 

The premises supervisor is named as Kelly Phipps. 
 

3.7 Responsible Authorities 
 

All responsible authorities have been consulted regarding this application. 
Environmental Health made a representation to the application as they have 
concerns that granting the licence would pose significant risk of public 
nuisance from noise. They have requested that should a licence be granted 
the following conditions be considered to reduce the risk of public nuisance by 
an acceptable amount. 
  
Conditions 
 
1. There shall be no more than 12 regulated entertainment events per 
calendar year. 



 
2. There shall be a minimum of 10 days between each regulated 
entertainment event. 
 
 
3. Each regulated entertainment event shall be held on either Friday, 
Saturday, or Sunday, with no regulated entertainment events taking place 
over 2 or more days. 
 
4. The music noise level shall be no greater than 65dB(A) when measured as 
a 5-minute LAeq at a distance of 150m from the front of the stage on Andlers 
Ash Road.  
 
5. During events involving regulated entertainment, the applicant shall be in 
control of the speaker system. 
 
6. The licensee shall notify the Environmental Protection team at least 14 
days in advance of the 1st event from the date of this Licensing Hearing, so 
as attendance can be arranged for the implementation of condition number 4. 
This is to help ensure the licensee can accurately and effectively take noise 
measurements and comply with condition 4. 
 
The full representation from Environmental Health is shown in appendix D. 
 
In relation to condition 4 above a supporting map image has been provided by 
Environmental Health and is shown in appendix E. 
 
Hampshire Fire Service responded with no objections. 
 
Planning responded but their response was not relevant to the licensing 
objectives, but they advised that the applicant seek pre planning advice. 
 
No further comments were received from the remaining responsible 
authorities. 

 
3.8  Representations 
 

Representations have been received from interested persons and these are 
shown in full in appendix F. The representations relate to the prevention of 
public nuisance, protecting children from harm, public safety and the 
prevention of crime and disorder. One representation has been received 
supporting the premises licence application and is shown in appendix G. 
 
Some extracts are detailed below. 
 
‘Over the past year there have been several ‘raves’ going on late into the 
evening being it is impossible to sleep due to the dreadful noise.’ 
 
‘We are already plagued with people parking down our lane when an event is 
on at the Farm, making it difficult to access our estate at times.’ 



 
‘Previous events have resulted in heavily intoxicated people walking down 
Andlers Ash Road shouting loudly at night having left the venue. Often this 
language is not remotely age appropriate for the many children who will have 
the misfortune of hearing them.’ 
 
‘It is highly likely that should a licence be obtained that there will be an 
increase in crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour.’ 
 
‘…there will be an increase risk of late-night vandalism and anti-social 
behaviour and potential damage to property and vehicles.’ 
 
‘…during events we have been able to hear every word of every song the 
band is playing…’ 
 
‘From a health and safety perspective given that the site is surrounded by 
hazards it ought to be considered inappropriate for the purpose intended.’ 
 
‘Previous temporary licences at this venue have resulted in excessive noise of 
loud music audible as far away as Abbess Way, Liss.’ 
 
‘… I have been forced to close my windows during previous events so that I 
do not have to listen to loud music.’ 
 
‘Cars already park on verges and the road near to the Rother Barn Farm 
when prior events have been held.’ 
 
‘There is a huge issue of safety for not only children but adults too with the 
mix of alcohol, the river being in such close proximity, the danger of crossing 
the railway line and the extremely busy road.’ 
 
‘The constant thud of the music was distinctly audible in our house with all the 
windows and doors closed and we live in a modern building with good double 
glazing.’ 
 
‘…the associated light from the stage, paths and coming and going of cars will 
do the opposite of conserving and enhancing the intrinsic quality of our “dark 
night skies”.’ 
 
‘The premises already hold several events a year and the gatherings are very 
noisy. The disturbance from the volume of music is considerable. This is 
usually followed by rowdy participants walking home along Andlers Ash Road. 
Parking is another issue.’ 
 
‘There was an event held this summer at which the noise level was 
ridiculous…The following morning, we found empty beer bottles thrown on our 
property…’ 

 
4.0 Additional Budgetary Implications 
 



 N/A 
 
5.0 Background and relationship to the Corporate Strategy and Directorate 

Business Plan/s 
  
 N/A 
 
6.0 Options considered and reasons for the recommendation 
 
6.1 The Committee is obliged to determine this application with a view to 

promoting the licensing objectives, which are: 
 

 The prevention of crime and disorder 

 Public safety 

 The prevention of public nuisance 

 The protection of children from harm 
 

In making its deliberations, the Committee is obliged to have regard to the 
Councils own Licensing Policy and National Guidance. The Committee must 
also have regard to the representations that have been made balanced 
against the conditions offered by the applicant and the evidence that it hears. 
 
 
The Committee must take one of the following steps, as it considers 
necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives: 
 
e) Grant the application as asked 
f) Modify the conditions of the licence, by altering or omitting or adding to 

them 
g) refuse to specify a person in the licence as the premises supervisor 
h) Reject the whole or part of the application 
 

 
The Committee should note that it cannot modify the conditions or reject the 
whole or part of the application merely because it considers it desirable to do 
so. It must be appropriate to promote the licensing objectives. 

 
7.0 Resource Implications 
 
7.1 Financial Implications – None 
 
7.2 Human Resources Implications – None 
 
7.3 Other Resource Implications – None 
 
8.0 Legal Implications 
 
8.1 This is an application under section 17 of the Licensing Act 2003 and must be 

determined in accordance with section 18 of the same Act and this will be in 
accordance with the requirements of the licensing objectives. 



 
9.0 Risks 
 N/A 
 
10 Consultation 
 
10.1 This premises licence application has been consulted on with all responsible 

authorities and the public under the requirements of the Licensing Act 2003. 
 
11 Communication 
 
11.1 The Licensing Sub-Committee are delegated to make the decision on this 

application. All interested parties will be sent a notice of decision following the 
hearing. 

 
Appendices 
 
This report consists of: 
 
Appendix A – Application form 
Appendix B – Plan of the premises 
Appendix C – Location plan 
Appendix D – Environmental Health representation 
Appendix E – Environmental Health map 
Appendix F – Representations 
Appendix G – Supporting representation 
 
Agreed and signed off by: 
 
Legal:      Surinder Atkar  06.12.2021 
Head of Neighbourhood Support:   Natalie Meagher  01.12.2021 

 
 
 

 
 


